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Singer Jennifer Lopez 
performs at the Air Show Gala 


in Dubai on Wednesday. — AP 


SC paves way for 
release of film on 
Kejriwal’s rise 

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday dis- 
missed a plea seeking stay 
on the nationwide release 
of the documentary An 
Insignificant Man on the rise 
of AAP chief and Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal. 
The documentary is set to 
be released on Friday. A 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra said 
freedom of speech and 
expression is sacrosanct 
and it should not be ordi- 
narily interfered with. 

Full report on Page 4 


JDU to contest 
12 seats in Gujarat 


New Delhi: Nitish Kumar-led 
JD(U) has not entered into 
any seat-sharing agreement 
with the BJP in Gujarat 
Assembly polls and will 
field candidates in at least 
12 constituencies in the trib- 
al belt of the state, which is 
a stronghold of their rebel 
leader Chotubhai Vasava. 
Full report on Page 2 


Key US panel votes 
to hike H1-B wage 


Washington: A key Cong- 
ressional committee has 
voted to pass a legislation 
that proposes to increase 
the minimum salary of H-1B 
visa holders from $60,000 
to $90,000 and imposes a 
number of restriction on the 
work visa. 

Full report on Page 10 
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No more CDs of e 
please... our cadre is 
busy watching them, 

not campaigning! 


E 
Max: 25.5°C 
Min: 13.5°C 
RH: 60% 
Rainfall: NIL 


Forecast: Mainly Clear sky 


Hemalaba: Dakshinayana 
Tithi: Karthika Bahula 
Chaturdasi till 3.31 pm 
Star: Swathi 5.12 pm 
Varjyam: 11.19 pm to 1.04 
am (Saturday) 
Durmuhurtam: 8.40 am to 
9.25 am; 12.23 pm to 
1.08 pm 
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 
12 noon 
SUNSET TODAY 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 
MOONSET TODAY 


As smog is 

less severe, 
emergency 
steps eased 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 16 


As Delhi’s air quality 
improved marginally 
and remained out of the 
“emergency” category 
for the second straight 
day on Thursday, the 
Supreme Court-mandat- 
ed EPCA withdrew the 
ban on construction 
activities, entry of trucks 
into the city and reversed 
the parking fee hike 
across Delhi-NCR. 

“In light of the 
improvement of air 
quality, the EPCA has 
lifted the emergency 
plus measures in Delhi 
NCR,” Environment 
Pollution Control 
Authority chairperson 
Bhure Lal wrote to chief 
secretaries of Delhi, 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana 
and Rajasthan. 

However, steps like the 
closure of the Badarpur 
thermal power plant, 
ban on brick kilns, hot 
mix plants and stone 
crushers will remain in 
force, the EPCA said. 

The measures, part of 
the Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP), 
were enforced on 
November 8 after pollu- 
tion levels had pushed 
the air quality into the 
emergency category. 

The committee, howev- 
er, said that the hike in 
parking charges was 
reversed because it 
failed to have any 
impact. “The EPCA has 
noted that this measure 
is an important car 
restraint step and must 
be reimposed with plans 
for strengthening 
enforcement,” it said. 

If the air quality con- 
tinues to improve and 
stabilise, we will review 
the steps like closure of 
the power plant, among 
others, he added. 

E More on Page 13 
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Afghan security personnel 
gather next to a vehicle 
which was used in a sui- 
cide bombing outside a 
wedding hall in Kabul on 
Thursday. A suicide 
attacker blew himself up 


outside a political gather- 
ing in Kabul, killing at 
least 14 people. 
Supporters of Atta 
Mohammad Noor, the 
powerful governor of the 
northern province of 


Balkh and a vocal critic of 
Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani, had been holding 
an event inside a wedding 
hall at the time of the 
suicide attack. 

E Report on Page 9 


— AFP 


Kejri’s popularity 49 points behind Modi 


Modi's popularity at an 


all-time high: 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 16 


An American think 
tank’s survey findings 
that Prime Minister 


Narendra Modi’s popular- 
ity has risen across the 
country and that he is the 
most popular figure in 
Indian politics, will now 
be part of the BJP’s cam- 
paign material in 
Gujarat. 

Citing the survey’s find- 
ings, BJP president Amit 
Shah said the Prime 
Minister’s popularity has 
risen “unabated” across 
the country and people’s 
satisfaction with the 
economy is at an “all-time 
high.” The survey’s find- 
ings were also highlight- 
ed by other BJP leaders, 
including Union 
E Turn to Page 4 


Mugabe resists 
Army pressure 
to quit as Prez 


MACDONALD DZIRUTWE 
HARARE, NOV. 16 


President Robert Mugabe 
is insisting he remains 
Zimbabwe’s only legiti- 
mate ruler and is refus- 
ing to quit after a mili- 
tary coup, but pressure is 
mounting on the 93-year- 
old former guerrilla to 
accept offers of a graceful 
exit, sources said on 
Thursday. 

A political source who 
spoke to senior allies 
holed up with Mr Mugabe 
and his wife, Grace, in his 
lavish “Blue Roof” 
Harare compound said 
Mr Mugabe had no plans 
to resign voluntarily 
ahead of elections sched- 
uled for next year. 

“Its a sort of stand-off, a 
stalemate,” the source 
said. “They are insisting 
the president must finish 
his term.” 

The Army’s takeover 
signaled the collapse in 
less than 36 hours of the 
security, intelligence and 
patronage networks that 
sustained Mr Mugabe 
through 37 years in 
power and built him into 
the “Grand Old Man” of 
African politics. 

A priest mediating 
between Mr Mugabe and 
the generals, who seized 
power on Wednesday in 
what they called a target- 
ed operation against 


—— 


Robert Mugabe 


“criminals” in Mr 
Mugabe’s entourage, has 
made little headway, a 
senior political source 
told Reuters. 

Opposition leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai 
called for Mr Mugabe’s 
departure “in the interest 
of the people”. In a state- 
ment read to reporters, 
Tsvangirai pointedly 
referred to him as “Mr 
Robert Mugabe”, not 
President. 

The Army appears to 
want Mr Mugabe, who 
has ruled Zimbabwe 
since independence in 
1980, to go quietly and 
allow a smooth and blood- 
less transition to 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
the vice-president Mr 
Mugabe sacked last week 
triggering the political 
crisis. 

The main goal of the 
generals is to prevent Mr 
Mugabe from handing 
E Turn to Page 4 
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88% INDIANS HOLD A FAVOURABLE 
OPINION OF PM NARENDRA MODI, SAYS 
PEW RESEARCH CENTER SURVEY 


PM ranks 30 points 
higher than Cong V-P 
Rahul Gandhi in 
public support 
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Thumbs up to DeMo terrorism 
More than 8 in 10 Situation 
Indians say s in J&K 
economic Tad Rising prices 
conditions are pn Communal 


‘good’ despite 
note ban 


The survey was taken before 
recent slow down... How public 
sentiment has changed in last 


few months is not repre- 


sented 


— Bruce Stokes, 
Pew director 


issues. ; 
Air pollution 


_ US think tank 
contacted 
2,464 respon- 
dents in India 
from Feb. 21 to 
March 10, 2017. 
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Rahul: PM changed deal to aid bizman 
BJP: They can’t stomach graft-free govt 


Cong & BJP in fresh 
Spat on Rafale deal 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 16 


The Congress and the BJP 
exchanged a fresh series 
of barbs over the Rafale 
aircraft deal on Thursday 
with Congress vice-presi- 
dent Rahul Gandhi accus- 
ing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of alleged- 
ly changing the “entire 
deal” to benefit a busi- 
nessman, a charge which 
the ruling BJP promptly 
refuted. 

Mr Gandhi also asked 
why no questions were 
put to the Prime Minister 
about BJP president Amit 
Shah’s son Jay, whose 
company his party 
alleged has seen a quan- 
tum jump in turnover 
after the Modi govern- 
ment had come to power 
in 2014. 

“You ask me so many 
questions and I answer all 
of them. I want to ask you 
—why don’t you question 
Prime Minister Modi on 
the Rafale deal? Why 
don’t you ask about Amit 
Shah’s son? Why don’t 
you question the PM, who 
changed the entire Rafale 
deal to help a business- 
man?” he said while 
speaking to journalists at 
the AICC headquarters, 
where he met the office- 
bearers of the All India 
Unorganised Workers’ 
Congress. 

Responding to Mr 
Gandhi, senior BJP 
leader Ravi Shankar 
Prasad said that the 
Congress is unable to 
digest the popularity of 
Mr Modi. “They are find- 
ing it difficult to accept 
that there has been no 
case of corruption in the 
three-year rule of the 
Narendra Modi govern- 
ment,” he said while 
briefing reporters after 
the meeting of the Union 
Cabinet. The Rafale deal 
E Turn to Page 4 
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Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi, along with party 
leaders Randeep Surjewala, Motilal Vora and others at 
AICC headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. 

— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY 


Rahul temple visits 
worry Guj Muslims 


YOJNA GUSAI 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 16 


Congress vice-president 
Rahul Gandhi’s flurry of 
visits to temples in poll- 
bound Gujarat have 
brought some cheer to the 
BJP camp as the party is 
getting feedback that sug- 
gests Muslims in the state 
are confused over the 
Congress’ “soft 
Hindutva” strategy. It has 
earlier mostly been the 
BJP that has faced criti- 
cism for trying to polarise 
people on communal 
lines. Muslims constitute 
nearly 10 per cent of the 
state’s total population. 


Anti-profiteering body set up 


To ensure GST cuts passed on E All curbs on pulses’ export lifted 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 16 


The Union Cabinet on 
Thursday approved the 
setting up of a National 
Anti-Profiteering 
Authority under the GST 
Council, which will 
ensure that consumers 
get the benefit of reduced 
prices under the new indi- 
rect tax regime. 

This newspaper had 
first reported last month 
that amid growing con- 
cerns over rising com- 


Indian student 
shot dead in US 


Washington: z 
A 21-year-old ie 


A 
Indian stu- — a 
dent has been =? 
shot dead nay 
allegedly by Jasser 
four armed 
robbers, including an 


Indian-origin man, at a 
grocery store in 
California, according to 

a media report. 
Dharampreet Singh 
Jasser was on duty at a 
grocery store on 
Tuesday night when four 
armed robbers, includ- 
ing an Indian-origin 
man, barged in to loot 
the store. Jasser report- 
edly hid behind the cash 
counter but was shot by 
one of the four robbers 
while they were leaving 
the service station after 
looting cash and goods, 

the report said. 
E More on Page 10 


plaints of profiteering 
from all parts of the coun- 
try after the implementa- 
tion of GST, the Centre 
was planning to set up a 
national anti-profiteering 
authority. 

In another significant 
step, the Centre did away 
with restrictions on the 
export of all kinds of puls- 
es to help farmers get bet- 
ter prices for their pro- 
duce. The decision comes 
in the wake of the fact that 
in 2016-17, pulses produc- 
tion had touched 23 mil- 


lion tonnes. 

Union minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said that 
now there were only 50 
items which attracted the 
highest tax of 28 per cent 
under the Goods and 
Services Tax regime, and 
the rates on many items 
had been cut to five per 
cent. 

“The National Anti- 
Profiteering Authority is 
an assurance to the con- 
sumers of India. If any 
consumer feels the benefit 
of a tax rate cut is not 


being passed on, then he 
can complaint to the 
authority,” Mr Prasad 
said at a press conference 
after the Union Cabinet 
meeting. 

The Cabinet’s approval 
paves the way for the 
immediate establishment 
of the authority, which is 
mandated to ensure that 
the benefits of GST rate 
cuts is passed on to con- 
sumers. 

The GST Council, 
chaired by the Union 
E Turn to Page 4 


Us President Donald Trump looks for a 
water bottle as he pauses while speak- 
ing about his trip to Asia at the White 
House in Washington on Wednesday. Mr 
Trump awkwardly reached for the bottle 
during a speech in a scene that surely 
handed sweet satisfaction to Marco 
Rubio, the Republican Senator and Mr 


—- 


a full circle. Report on Page 10 


Trump’s one-time rival for the White 
House. Mr Trump — and many others — 
had relentlessly mocked Mr Rubio for 
taking an indecorous swig from a water 
bottle four years earlier, as he delivered 
a speech rebutting Barack Obama’s State 
of the Union address. Now fate has come 


— AP 


The ruling BJP is facing 
a tough fight in the 
December polls. The 
party is awaiting Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
who is due to address 
over two dozen rallies in 
the state to counter the 
Congress’ aggressive 
campaign. While develop- 
ment is the BJP’s main 
poll plank, the Congress 
is highlighting anti- 
incumbency and finding 
holes in the BJP’s devel- 
opment model. Patidar 
leader Hardik Patel and 
dalit leader Jignesh 
Mewani are seen as back- 
ing the Congress. 

E More on Page 2 


Govt strikes 
peace deal 

with 2 more 
Naga groups 


MANOJ ANAND 
GUWAHATI, NOV. 16 


The Union home min- 
istry has made it clear to 
the Assam government 
and all the stakeholders 
that settling the inter- 
state border dispute 
between Assam and 
Nagaland was not on the 
agenda of the ongoing 
Naga peace-talks. 

Pointing out that the 
case of the inter-state 
border dispute was 
pending before the 
Supreme Court, authori- 
tative security sources 
in the ministry told this 
newspaper that the con- 
tent of the Framework 
Agreement signed 
between the NSCN(I-M) 
and the government of 
India in 2015 was known 
to all the stakeholders. 

Claiming that the ongo- 
ing Naga talks have 
achieved significant way 
forward, sources in the 
ministry said that the 
Centre has also signed 
ceasefire agreement with 
two more armed groups 
of Nagaland, while four 
others, out of the total six 
who recently joined the 
peace-process, have 
agreed to abide by the 
law of the land. 

The clarification on 
the contents of the agree- 
ment comes close to 
demands by the 
Congress to make public 
its finer details. 

E More on Page 4 


